
Perception is a source of cognition whose function of making known  the object present in the 

ken, is followed by the construction of its image. 

 

The moment of pure sensation is immediately followed by a moment of mental, intelligible 

sensation. They are homogeneous in so far as they belong to the same stream of thought but 

they are heterogeneous in so far as the first one is a sensation by the outer sense, the second 

one is a sensation by the inner sense, which is simply the moment of attending to the 

preceding moment of pure sensation. 

 

Mental sensation is the joint product of the cooperation of the first moment of sensation with 

the second moment of the object. In the next, third moment of cognition, the intellect 

constructs an abstract image. According to Dharmakirti, pure sensation is a palpable reality, 

its existence is established by way of an experiment in introspection. But the moment of 

mental sensation/ intelligible intuition is entirely transcendental. There are no facts, no 

possible experiments in order to prove its existence empirically. It is simply the first moment 

of the constructive operation of the understanding. The function of pure sensation is to signal 

the presence of the object in its domain; the function of intelligible intuition consists in 

evoking an image of its object. The intelligible,mental sensation is the middle term which is 

supposed to unite sensation with conception. 

 

Dharmottara says that our sense perception apprehends the object and not the name. The 

cognizing individual apprehends by his senses just a simple reflex but he thinks that the 

imagination with all its general features also is present out there. This mental construction 

converts an object which is free from any association with a name into an object containing 

the connotation of its name. This imaginative faculty has its source in a natural constructive 

capacity by which the general features of the object are apprehended. 

 


