
The object of direct cognition is the unique particular. It is similar to nothing. It represents a 

single moment. It has no extension in space, no duration in time. It is a transcendental reality 

since it cannot be realized in a definite representation. 

 

Only generalities, similarities, relations, coordinations, by a synthesis of moments, are 

cognized in definite representation . The unique particular underlies efficient,  empirical 

reality. 

 

The distinctly perceived and the distinctly conceived are two different things. What is 

immediately apprehended in sensation is only one moment. What is distinctly conceived is a 

compact chain of moments constructed on the basis of sensation. Just  this constructed 

synthesis of a chain of moments is realized in a definite, determinate cognition because a 

unique moment can never be realized in a definite cognition. This one moment is the 

immediate object of direct knowledge. 

 

Whereas an indirect cognition, viz., inference, cognizes an unreality as a kind of reality. This 

imagined object which is apprehended by inference has reference to an imagined particular. 

Constructed particulars are the proper object of inference. 

 

How can we recognize that the object of cognition is the momentary particular ? 

 

All external reality is vividly experienced if it is near and dimly apprehended when at a 

distance. Depending on its proximity or remoteness, it produces a different mental image. 

What is an indication of the presence of a particular is  that it produces a vivid flash of 

consciousness when near and a dim one when remotely situated.  

 

Why is the unique particular the exclusive object of sense perception alone ? That object 

which contains no construction and produces an impression, vivid or dim, alone is real. It is 

just this thing which produces perception. The unique moment, the thing in itself,  is the 

exclusive object of sense perception. 

 

Why is the non- constructed particular alone the ultimate reality ? 

 

It alone is real for it alone is efficacious.  

 

' Efficiency' i.e., the capacity to produce something, to be a centre of forces: such efficiency 

is the character, the essence and the test of reality. Purposive actions are realized in relation to 

objects directly perceived rather than constructed by imagination. A perceived object alone 

produces goal- directed action. The real is only the unique particular, sva laksana, the unique 

point of efficiency, not the constructed object. 

 

The universal character of a thing is that essence which exists owing to our sense of 

generalities, our conceptual construction. It belongs to an indefinite number of 'points of 

reality'. An imagined object does not produce impressions on the mind in terms of vividness. 

An imagined fire refers equally to every possible fire, hence it represents the universal 

essence. 

 


