








Our illustrious Chief Guest, Chairperson of Guild of Service and War Widows' Association 
and former Chairman of National Commission for Women, Dr. V.Mohini Giri, our Guest 
of Honour, the distinguished Dean of Colleges, University of Delhi, Prof. Shirin Rathore, 
our esteemed Chairperson of Gargi College Governing Body, Prof. Nargis Pachapakesan, 
other members of the Governing Body, proud parents of prize winners, our dearly loved 
alumni and other respected guests, 

On behalf of the Gargi family- its Principal, faculty, staff and students- I extend a warm 
welcome to you on this august occasion of the 41 •1 Gargi College Day. 

We are indeed honoured to have an array of women achievers gracing the dais today. 
Our Chief Guest is a living embodiment of the ideals cherished by this college, chief of 
them being women empowerment. Dr. V. Mohini Giri has worked tirelessly in providing 
succor for women in distress, ranging from children in prostitution, women affected by 
riots in Gujerat, J & K, and Delhi and the Tsunami floods, widows at Vrindavan and 
elsewhere, as well as war widows. She has a brilliant track record of arranging widow 
remarriages, facilitating economic independence through allotment of petrol pumps, cottage 
industry enterprises, and rehabilitation through hostels and counseling centers. She is a 
recipient of numerous awards and recognitions, culminating in the Padma Shree last month 
and was even nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in 2005. She holds a number of public 
positions in India and abroad, some of them being Trustee of the Raj iv Gandhi Foundation, 
Member of the Board of Directors of World Association ofNGOs and of the South Asian 
Initiatives for Human Rights, Professor of Women's Studies at Isabella Thoburn College, 
Lucknow and has been Chairperson, Delhi State Social Welfare Advisory Board. Among 
her several publications are essays entitled, "Exploitation of Little Angels" and "Living 
Death". She has also presented papers in major international conferences, notably 
"Challenge and Change for Global Governance and Civil Society: From Peace Councils 
to Peace Nations" at the First Assembly ofilPC Global Peace Council at New York in 
2005, at International Conference on Women Defending Peace in Geneva in 2004, World 
Conference on Racism at Durban, South Africa and the fourth Conference on Women at 
Beijing. 

Madam, your presence here and the address to follow will be a great source of inspiration 
to our students in embarking on a path of personal success as well as service to humanity. 

Our Guest of Honour. Professor Shirin Rath ore is we] I known for her warm support to 
colleges and her tireless striving towards administrative improvement as Dean of Colleges, 
University of Delhi. She brings vast experience to her position, having been Joint Director, 
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